
Instructions

Tips for thesis statement:

*It cannot be plot summary: assume the reader knows the plot
*It must be ONE sentence (at most two—if you are address the ‘how’ you are going to prove your thesis)
*It must be an interpretation of something other than plot: character, setting, symbols, theme (meaning ideas raised by the novel, not plot)
*It must be arguable—meaning someone can conceivably disagree with it
*It must be clearly and concisely written: no awkward phrases, no wordiness, no vagueness
*It must be specific to the novel (the novel or author must be mentioned) but general enough to develop a 850-1000 word essay out of



1. Introduction with thesis statement
2. two or three well-developed body paragraphs with topic sentences and quotations
2. conclusion


ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS/PROMPTS FOR THESIS STATEMENTS:

1: COMING UP WITH YOUR OWN THESIS STATEMENT

If you’re coming up with your own thesis statement, some things to keep in mind to make sure you are working towards a LITERARY ANALYSIS OR INTERPRETATION and NOT A PLOT SUMMARY:

Helpful definitions:

Analysis: 

1. detailed examination of the elements or structure of something (in this case literature)
2. the process of separating something (in this case literature) into its constituent elements

What are the “constituent elements” of literature? CHOOSE ONE

Plot ( this was for elementary and high school—basic reading comprehension)
Point of View=
Character=
Setting=
***Symbol=/Metaphor=/Image= (choose ONLY one)—perhaps the best option for this class
Theme= (has to be a more philosophical or more abstract idea that the literary work is getting you to think about)


Interpretation:

1. to explain or tell the meaning of : present in understandable terms
2. make plain or intelligible what is not immediately obvious or entirely known (in the case of literature at this level the plot is obvious and known—but the meaning is not)


**

2: SUGGESTED IDEAS:

(You can answer one of these question in the form of a thesis statement backed up by an essay to be written in the standard format—see above)

1. Why is the novel called The Alchemist? 

2. What does the alchemist mean when he talks about “the soul of the world”? Find two key quotes and explain.

3. Who is the crystal merchant? How does his approach to life differ from the boy’s? What are we/the boy supposed to learn from the crystal merchant?

4. How is the journey of the caravan across the desert a metaphor for the journey of the boy?

5. According to the novel, what is intuition? Find two key quotes and explain.

6. How is the Englishman’s journey and/or education different from the boy’s? Is one better than the other? Why is it important?


& TOPICS THAT ARE A LITTLE MORE CHALLENGING…

5. Is this book a little sexist? Why or why not? 

6. Briefly discuss the novel’s pan-religiosity; tell us, concisely, how it works and whether or not there risks to this approach. What are the benefits?

7. What does the novel’s take on taking risks? 



